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What is it?

A colonial sea squirt from the Didemnum (pro-
nounced Die-DEM-num) group. Some species
have become invasive worldwide, ranging from
intertidal to continental shelf. In Ireland the
colonies have been found fouling boats and
marina structures (Figure 1).

What does it look like?
Long, ropey or resembling candle wax dripping This species is known to:
hanging from hard surfaces such as docks, * Smother commercial mussel lines; ==

aquaculture facilities and ship hulls, or found as * Alter marine ecosystem functioning and threat-

—

extensive mats covering rocky sea beds (peb- €N !shing and aquaculture; =

bles, cobbles, boulders and rock outcrops). * Impact !sh nursery grounds; ot
» Overgrow and smoother natural shell'sh sites;
* Harm natural reefs (important biodiversity

sites and !sh feeding grounds).

What to do? I .

1. Report all sightings - early deteetion is cru-
cial.

2. Treat all fouled structures with high pressure
water blasting and allow to drysfor 48 hrs. Do
not allow the rinse water to "ow back-into ma-
rine environment.

3. Take care not to break off pieces underwa-

ter or spread it around this wilLencourage new

colonies to grow. kL
Figure 1: Current known distribution of Didemnum . =
species in Ireland

Keep a watch out for Invasive Alien Species and report all sightings to
www.invasivespeciesireland.com




